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1.Introduction

u “Nothing exists until it is measured”
----- Niels Bohr

Difficulty in measuring knowledge despite the talk of 
“knowledge society”

Patent as a source of information on technological 
knowledge

Great contribution of NBER patent citation database to 
innovation research
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u Need for a patent database using JPO patents
IIP PATENT DATABASE

IIP: Institute of Intellectual Property
http://www.iip.or.jp/e/index.html
Now English Web-page is ready! 

Download of database is very welcome!!
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2. Methodology and Basic Features of 
Japanese Patent Database

u Original Data Source; JPO Seiri hyojunka Data
(Literally translating, 

“Arranged and Standardized Data”, 
hereafter, JPO Patent Database)
u It contains the information generated through 

acceptance of application to examination 
process  by JPO.

u About 50 boxes of half inch tape.




