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Patent Data and Analyses:  
Text Mining Opportunities



We need patent data!

• 20 years ago:
– Nice data    (including bulk access)
– Weak tools  (computing power & software)

• Today:
– Strong tools (computing power & software)
– “Data at our fingertips” via Internet:

• Excellent access to a few records
• Severely limited access to bulk, global 

patents (licenses, cost, robustness)



Why we want better data….
• Better Data mean Better Research

– Develop innovation process indicators
– Address R&D policy issues

• Get us beyond “sampling” – download & analyze
– All records associated with a project whether it be a 

specific technology (e.g. nanotechnology) 
– or a specific country (e.g. France)

• Expand scope beyond constrained comparisons
– Study across EU countries 

(e.g., comparative nano activity analyses)
– Conduct “global economy” analyses 

(e.g., TRIPS impact)




