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Background

n Work on patent citations started at OECD in 2003
n Based on citation information provided by EPO
n First citations database developed and distributed to 

academic test-users
– PCT and EPO citations
– Patents applications published 1978–2001

– supporting tables 

– Presented as a set of database building blocks

n OECD STI Working Paper released, 2005
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Lessons learnt  

• Importance of combining references from 
international search (WO publication) and European 
search (EP publication)

n Equivalents – any published version of the same 
invention can be cited

n Benefits of citation categories (Search codes)
n Use all NPL references, not just those coded XP 
n Remove “Patent Abstracts” etc. from NPL tables
n Calculation of citation lags – choice of dates
n Comparability with USPTO citations and NBER 

database
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.

Citations tables Link tables Supplementary tables

EP_Citations Publink EP_Titles
Pub_nbr wo_appdate Pub_nbr
Pub_date (1) wo_pubnbr App_title
App_nbr ep_pubnbr
App_date (1) joint_cit_total (7)
Cited_pub_nbr EP_IPC
Code_1 (2) Pub_nbr
Code_2 (3) EP_Equiv IPC_count
Cit_total ep_appnbr IPC_class
Lag_yr (4) ep_pubnbr
Lag_mth(4) po_equiv IPC7
With_WOpub equiv_tot IPC_code

IPC_title
Tech_field

WO_Citations
Pub_nbr
Pub_date (1) EP_Inventors
App_nbr Pub_nbr
App_date (1) inv_name
Cited_pub_nbr inv_city
Code_1 (2) inv_cou
Code_2 (3) inv_total
Cit_total
Lag_yr (4)
Lag_mth(4) EP_Applicants
With_EPpub Pub_nbr

App_code
App_name

CitedPatents App_city
Cited_pub_nbr App_cou
Cited_pub_date (1) App_total
Cited_app_date (1)
IPC (5)
Total_rec (6) EP_AppOutcome

Pub_nbr
CitedPapers grant_date

Cited_pub_nbr refusal 
Total_rec (6) withdrawal
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Combining WO and EP publications:
average no. of citations made per EP publication
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Equivalents  1978-2005

AfterBefore
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8.3%
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US
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Percentage of citations with category X
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Coded NPL citations (XP)

NPL citations by EP publications (direct or via PCT)
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