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The European Patent Organisation

the EPO's core business 
is to grant European 
patents

European

Patent Office

Administrative

Council

The executive body The legislative body

• to adopt the budget
• to approve the Presidents' actions 

in implementing the budget
• to amend the Implementing 

Regulations and Rules relating 
to Fees

the patent 
granting  
authority for 
Europe

• Patentability search

• Substantive examination 

• Opposition



Patentability search in the EPO

• novelty and inventivity search 
• making use of

– the best electronic search 
documentation

– a suite of professional electronic tools 



Strategic directions

• collect all electronic patent data 
of 80 patent issuing countries

• collect important scientific technical 
literature

• develop and maintain master databases to 
enhance, correct and manage the data

•• build best    build best    
contentcontent

•• add valueadd value




